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Current History of Kaslo. 
The first item of current interest was the 60th 

Anniversary of the Incorporation of the City. The celebration 
was held on August 14, 15th, and 16th, 11953. Extens ive 
preparat ions were made to m a k e the D iamond Jubilee 
a rnemorable occas ion. 

N a t i v e sons and daughters had been invited 
and many ot them came from far and near to jo in in 
the celebrations and renew acqua intances . 

t h e Hall of S t .Andrew ' s United Church w a s 
chosen as Memory Hall, and old p i c tu res , newspapers, 
documents and memoranda w e r e exhibited there for 
v is i tors to browse through. 
They also bad a place t o 
rest and visit. 

The City Hall, the 
Mason ic Hal land many pr ivate homes were given 
a f re sh coat of paint for the 
occas ion. Many of the towns 
folk dressed in costumes 
of the gay nineties. 

The weathe r was 
sunny and w a r m and not 
a cloud m a r r e d the happiness as old f r i end s met 
and shouted their greetings. . 

The Kaslo Women's 
institute held its Annual 

UNITED CHURCH - KASLO, B. C. P7J7 

.0 

1 

1 



Flower show during the celebrations at the Hatchery close 
to the grounds.The show continued for two days . 

Refreshments were served in the afternoons thus providing a favor i te resting and meet i ng place. 

The Legion Aux i l ia ry and the Sunrise Rebekah 
Lodge se rved d inners in the Legion Hall since 

available accommodation could not cope with the crowds. 
the big day of the celebrations started when the 

M o y i e a r r i ved at its old anchorage near the park. The 
band p layed while its passengers d isembarked. 

M o y i e 
One of the C.P.R. Lake steamers leaving Kaslo for the lake head. 

Moy ie runs f rom Nelson to Lardo. Lardeau 



After lunch a parade was formed which wound Its 
way To Vimy Park where a platform had been erected 
from which Mayor Green welcomed visitors and townsfolk. The c rown ing of the May Queen which usually 

Takes place on May 
24th was held on 
th i s occas ion a n d 
so the fes t i v i t ie s 
w e r e off to a good 
start. 

(grandstand entertainments, contests, 
dinners and dances 
in the evenings -

everywhere there was good fellowship 
Kaslo ladies representing the pioneers days. 1953 was good fellowship these all provided pleasant memories of the Kaslo Diamond 
Jubillee which will l inger with all those who were able to 
take part in it. 

Miss Jeanette Cousins May Queen of 1952 crowns 
Miss Ruth Aldous May Queen of 1953. 
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Kaslo British Columbia Thursday, Sept. 4th, 1932 The Kaslo-Lardeau Trail 

The Kaslo - Lardeau Trail 
When Autumn came with its mornings keen, 
And the poplars speckled the mountain green, 
The big cats met at a point half way 
And the trail went through to Lardeau Bay. 
It was only a trail, or not much more, 
But the natives thought it an open door. 
Could the frozen trade of the North come down 
Past the Kootenay Lake into Kaslo town? 

For fifty years they had coaxed and prayed, 
And voted, petitioned, and taxes paid, 
While woodland and farm and mineral raw 
Held wealth that the owners never saw. 

The Big Brass came in their shining cars 
To take the credit, and grumble at jars; 
To explain to the yokels, when they'd stand, 
How proud they should be in this happy land. 

How hard they'd worked! They should be praised. 
Such progress they'd made, and such families raised 
How the latest Government, shrewd and wise, 
Had opened an Eden before their eyes. 

Well . . . not quite opened it, sad to say; 
That would have to wait for another day. 
They had so much on their minds just then: 
They were working till five, and starting at ten. 

So the settlers looked at their crops and game, 
The timber and fish and the mineral claim, 
And figured how much of the public wealth 
Had gone into that scratch on the mountain shelf. 

And they sat them down, or lay in the sun. 
In the fullness of time their race was run, 
And Old Dame Nature, who does have a plan, 
Covered over the foolish works of man. 

The Department of Works sent a student down 
To make what he could of the parchments brown, 
But little he found that sense would make 
Till he came to a map of the Kootenay Lake. 
Came the year two thousand four, or five. 
A charwoman cleaned a Victoria dive. 
The wall paper tore, and behind the grime 
Was a shelf full of plans of an ancient time. 

"Funny folk, these," they heard him say, 
"That made these plans in a far off day. 
Here it shows a road, where our latest rolls 
Marks 'Unexplored Territ'ry, Rocks and Holes.'" 
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T h e pleasant afterglow of the Jubi lee w a s 
rudely shattered on the n ight of September 28 th , when 
a d i sa s t rou s "fire de s t r o yed the King George Hotel, 
the only Hote l in operat ion in Kaslo at that t i m e . Nothing 
but a p i le of rubble was seen in the morn i ng . Since then 
Kaslo has been without hotel accommodat ion. 

In 1955 a syndicate was formed by an enterprising promoter and a new modern Hotel was begun, 
but to date has not been completed through lack of funds. 

T h e long hoped and p r a y e d for road to the 
Lardeau has been built, and is being steadily imp roved , 
much to the sat i s fact ion of the r e s i d e n t s of the valley 

as well a s t ou r i s t s 
and Kas lo i te s who 
love To motor out 
on a Sunday afternoon to enjoy the 
beautiful s c e n e r y . 
To offset th is blessing it has j u s t 
been made public 

that the CP .R . has 

Kaslo-Lardeau road under construction I955 been g iven per mission To a b a n d o n 

the railway between Kaslo and Sandon .Th i s will be 
a blow to the economy of the district as it m a y well 
d iscourage opening some of the m i n e s in that area. 

In 1954 an add i t i on of two c lass rooms and an 
aud i t o r i um, which i s also used as a g y m n a s i u m , was 
added to the s choo l . This a d d i t i o n rel ieved the overcrowded c las s rooms as well as f i l l i n g a much felt need 
for the r e c r ea t i on f ac i l i t i e s . 
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Severa l good plays have been per formed by 
local talent in the new a u d i t o r i u m : "Pirates of Penzance," "Pinafore" by Sullivan, ""Stolen Identity" by C h . E m e r y ' " S h o t 
Your Wedding" -by Ned Albert, "Fright" by j.Reach, etc.. 

In 1954 the abandoned Fish Hatchery in the 
Park w a s l o a n e d by the City for use as a Scout Ha l l . 

KASLO, B. C. 

After 

The Fish Hatchery 

After renovat ion and repair it has proved a ve r y sat i s facatory place for Cub and Scout act iv it ies. 

On December 11th,19^55, Mr. W m . E n g l i s h , one 
p ioneer s of Kas lo passed a w a y at the age of 

ninety-four. Thus another l ink with the past w a s 
s e ve r ed . 

In M a y l 9 5 6 the K a s l o Women 's I n s t i t u te 
p u r c h a s e d a bu i l d i n g w h i c h with, a lot of voluntary 
labour has been converted and renovated for use as 
a S e n i o r C i t i z e n s ' Rest and R e c r e a t i o n Centre, 
it w a s o f f i c i a l l y opened on October 13th, w i th a well 
a t t e n d e d p a r t y . 
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Mrs.HXarlson W.I. president addresses crowd during 
opening ceremony 

Since then the Senior Cit izens ' Rest and Recreation Centre 
has been in steady use and has g iven much comfort To 
the old fo lk s . 

Richard Hughes the f irst child bo rn i n Kaslo 
died in V i c to r i a in J a n u a r y I 957 at the age of 6 4 . 

At l ong las t the much neglected s t r e t c h of 
road from Ba l f ou r to Ka s l o is gett ing a t ten t i on . 

Much blast ing and bu l l do z i n g has been done 
and it has been promised that it wi l l be all black-topped 
in the near f u t u r e . 

Unfortunately in the do ing of this work there has 
been t r agedy . One man was seriously injured in December 
1956, and another killed in February 1957, both m i s h a p s 
caused by fa l l i ng r o c k . 

On Saturday February 1951 , (23rd) T h e Rev.J.M. S pu r r e l l , the A n g l i c a n Curate of the Kaslo-Slocan 
Parish w a s k i l led when b u r i e d i n a s n o w s l i de on 
the r oad near Woodbury. 

C.P.R. sold the steamer Moyie to Kaslo for $ 1 at 
May 1957. Kaslo wi l l convert Moyie into a floating museum. 
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Kaslo Situated r ight on the shore of beautiful Kootenay 
Lake, Kaslo has a beauty and freshness all its own. 

Snowc l ad peaks touch the hor izon most of the 
year, even w h e n summer is s m i l i n g her best. 

It boasts pa rk s and excellent bathing beaches, 
and boating that compare s with the best anywhe re . 

The f i s h i n g a round Kas lo is exce l lent . 
The city also boasts one of the spo r t i e s t golf 

courses in the province. 
Kaslo is long famous for its rainbow Trout and 

is also the Cherry Capital of the Kootenays and t h e 
B i n g s there are absolutely de l i c i o u s . The streets are 
l i ned w i t h cher ry t r e e s , and the visitors m a y p ick and 
eat at w i l l . 

The City of Kas lo, w i t h the unorgan i sed communities i n the v i c i n i t y has a populat ion of approximately 
one t h o u s a n d . . 

Now Kaslo be s i de be i ng a f a v o r i t e summer re-
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