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J a n u a r y 10,1976 

The Honourable Grace McCarthy 
P r o v i n c i a l S e c r e t a r y 
P r o v i n c i a l S e c r e t a r y ' s Department 
P a r l i a m e n t B u i l d i n g s 
V i c t o r i a , B r i t i s h Columbia 

Ms. McCarthy, 

The statements you made on the o c c a s i o n of the c l o s u r e o f the S t a t u s of 
Women's O f f i c e r e f l e c t a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g of .the b a s i c o b j e c t i v e s of I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l Women's Year, the r o l e of the S t a t u s of Women's C c - o r d i n a t o r i n B.C.,, 
and a t o t a l l a c k of concern f o r o r awarness of the needs and p r i o r i t i e s of women's 
groups throughout t h i s p r o v i n c e . We, a t the Women's O f f i c e a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f 
B.C. b e l i e v e t h a t B.C. women deserve an e x p l a n a t i o n of the above i s s u e s . 

In a statement r e p o r t e d in the Vancouver Sun on J a n u a r y 9, 1976 you 
suggested t h a t "The o b j e c t i v e of I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Year was t o draw a t t e n t i o n 
t o the p l i g h t of women." While the above was, indeed, one of the aims e n v i s i o n e d 
by the proponents of IWY, it was by no means the o n l y one. Witness the U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s World P l a n o f ; A c t i o n f o r IWY, which c a l l e d f o r " i n t e n s i f i e d a c t i o n t o 
promote e q u a l r i g h t s , o p p o r t u n i t i e s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f both sexes, t o ensure 
the f u l l i n t e g r a t i o n of women i n the t o t a l development e f f o r t , and t o i n v o l v e 
women w i d e l y i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n , and hence i n the s t r e n g t h e n i n g of 
world peace." The f e d e r a l M i n i s t e r r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t he S t a t u s o f Women, Marc 
Lalonde, summed up the Canadian government's program f o r IWY i n the f o l l o w i n g 
manner: " . . . I am v i t a l l y concerned t h a t I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Year not become an 
end i n i t s e l f , but r a t h e r , t h a t i t be seen i n the c o n t e x t of the government's 
o v e r a l l program t o improve the s t a t u s of women, and t o c r e a t e an awareness of 
the p r i n c i p l e s o f e q u a l i t y i n a l l Canadians. 1975 can p r o v i d e a country-wide 
focus f o r t h a t aim, but f u l l e q u a l i t y i n our c o u n t r y w i l l not b e a c h i e v e d i n 
one w a r . The on-going work towards e f f e c t i n g change,must be c o n t i n u e d . " 
Your p r e d e c e s s o r , former P r o v i n c i a l S e c r e t a r y E r n i e H a l l , o u t l i n e d the B.C. 
government's a t t i t u d e to IWY in a p r e s s r e l e a s e dated F e b r u a r y 27, 1975; 
"We r e c o g n i z e t h a t women fac e some s e r i o u s and s p e c i f i c problems, and t h e r e ­
f o r e we are making a commitment to take p o s i t i v e a c t i o n to overcome the v a r i o u s 
forms of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a r i s i n g from the past. We view I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's 
Year as an o p p o r t u n i t y to b e g i n to focus on t h i s important a r e a of governmental 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , We do not see I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Year as an i s o l a t e d ack-
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not see i t as an excuse t o undertake s l i c k a d v e r t i s i n g campaigns and spew out 
u s e l e s s b u t t o n s . . . . We expect t o make s u b s t a n t i a l p r o g r e s s i n v a r i o u s areas d u r i n g 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Year. But more im p o r t a n t i s the f a c t t h a t we w i l l c o n t i n u e 
t h i s p r o g r e s s i n the year s ahead u n t i l we have achieved a s t a t e of a f f a i r s of 
which all B r i t i s h Columbians. can be proud." F i n a l i y . and most i m p o r t a n t l y , the 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of' 76 women's groups from a c r o s s the n a t i o n , who met i n Ottawa 
f o r c o n s u l t a t i o n o n IWY s t a t e d t h e i r p r i o r i t i e s " . . . f o r s i g n i f i c a n t l e g i s l a t i o n 
and l e g i s l a t i v e change." "We e x p e c t the M i n i s t e r r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the S t a t u s of 
Women," they d e c l a r e d , " t o take more p o s i t i v e a c t i o n t o i n i t i a t e l e g i s l a t i o n a t 
a l l l e v e l s of government — f e d e r a l , p r o v i n c i a l and m u n i c i p a l : so t h a t women achieve 
f u l l e q u a l i t y b e f o r e the law i n a l l f i e l d s . . . ; .so t h a t s o c i a l s e r v i c e s are p r o ­
v i d e d , i n c l u s i n g f a m i l y p l a n n i n g , c h i l d c a r e , s o c i a l and community s e r v i c e s ; s o 
t h a t s p e c i a l h e a l t h needs of g i r l s and women be p r o v i d e d f o r ; so t h a t a b o r t i o n be 
removed from the C r i m i n a l Code; so t h a t women are p r o v i d e d w i t h proper guidance 
and c o u n s e l l i n g end encouraged t o t r a i n f o r and e n t e r n o n — t r a d i t i o n a l o c c u p a t i o n s ; 
so t h a t e q u a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n of women and men i n the l a b o r movement be promoted; 
so t h a t seminars and workshops be p r o v i d e d t o prepare women f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
p o l i t i c s a t l o c a l , p r o v i n c i a l and n a t i o n a l l e v e l s ; s o t h a t sex s t e r e o t y p i n g p r e v a l e n t 
i n e d u c a t i o n a l program m a t e r i a l s and textbooks b e r e p l a c e d b y m a t e r i a l d e p i c t i n g 
women i n changing r o l e s ; t h a t s p e c i f i c t a r g e t s be e s t a b l i s h e d f o r the a t t a i n m e n t 
o f the o b j e c t i v e s s e t above." 

By f a i l i n g t o acknowledge IWY's f u l l o b j e c t i v e s , and by d e c l a r i n g w o r t h ­
w h i l e p r o j e c t s begun d u r i n g 1975 in B.C. "completed", you have brought i n t o 
r e a l i t y the worst f e a r of Canadian women's groups w i t h r e g a r d t o IWY, namely, 
t h a t i t would amount t o n o t h i n g more t h a n a token g e s t u r e . 

Acknowledging t h a t the S t a t u s of Women's O f f i c e " d i d a good j o b " , you i m p l i e d 
t h a t i t d i d no more t h a n p o i n t out the p l i g h t of women i n B.C. You seem t o be 
unaware both o f the former government's aims i n c r e a t i n g t h i s o f f i c e and o f the 
work c a r r i e d out d u r i n g 1975 by Ms. E r r i n g t o n and her s t a f f . I n a press r e l e a s e 
dated F e b r u a r y 27, 1975 E r n i e H a l l o u t l i n e d Ms. E r r i n g t o n ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s : 
" . . . t o c o - o r d i n a t e programmes c o n t r i b u t i n g to improvements i n the s t a t u s of women 
i n B r i t i s h Columbia which are a l r e a d y underway i n v a r i o u s Government departments, 
and to work w i t h the departments to d e v e l o p a d d i t i o n a l programmes to meet the 
needs t h a t women themselves have i d e n t i f i e d throughout the P r o v i n c e , . *. t o work 
c l o s e l y w i t h a p p r o p r i a t e community groups throughout the P r o v i n c e t o o b t a i n f o r 
the Government a c l e a r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the areas of p u b l i c concern w i t h r e s p e c t 
t o t h e n e e d s o f w o m e n t o a s s i s t t h o s e c o m m u n i t y g r o u p s i n the development o f 
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t h e i r own programmes, and to a s s i s t in the c o - o r d i n a t i o n of community and Govern­
ment programmes... While not p r i m a r i l y i n v o l v e d i n the f u n d i n g of community groups, 
the S t a t u s of Women C o - o r d i n a t o r 1 s budget a l l o w s f o r the p r o v i s i o n of f i n a n c i a l 
a s s i s t a n c e t o community groups t o c a r r y out worthwhile p r o j e c t s f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Women's Year, Emphasis w i l l be on communities o u t s i d e the Lower M a i n l a n d , where 
f a c i l i t i e s , s e r v i c e s and i n f o r m a t i o n are not s o r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e . " W e f e e l 
s a t i s f i e d t h a t d u r i n g 1975 M s . E r r i n g t o n and her s t a f f a c t e d i n accordance w i t h 
the program o u t l i n e d by Mr. H a l l . I n d i c a t i v e both of a more g e n e r a l a p p r e c i a t i o n 
of the v a l u e of t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n and of an awarness of the c o n t i n u i n g need f o r 
the c o - o r d i n a t i o n of programs i n t e n d e d t o improve the s t a t u s of women i n B.C. 
i s the o u t c r y a g a i n s t your d e c i s i o n t o c l o s e the Status of Women's O f f i c e by 
f e m i n i s t , l a b o r and e d u c a t i o n groups. 

F i n a l l y , you argued t h a t you " c o u l d n o t be accused of b e i n g a g a i n s t women' groups. Yet, the immediate and unequivocal condemnation of your action by 
V o l ft, 

women's groups i n d i c a t e s beyond any doubt t h a t t h e y f e e l you have acte d a g a i n s t 
them. 

Is $200,000 such a h i g h p r i c e to pay f o r a s e r v i c e whose importance in the 
s t r u g g l e t o end the o p p r e s s i o n of women i n t h i s p r o v i n c e has been r e c o g n i z e d by 
those who, through t h e i r involvement i n v a r i o u s community groups, have become 
most f a m i l i a r w i t h the needs of women from a l l walks o f l i f e i n B.C.? 

We, the Women's O f f i c e C o l l e c t i v e a t U.B.C., s t r o n g l y p r o t e s t a g a i n s t your 
d e c i s i o n t o c l o s e the S t a t u s of Women's O f f i c e . Furthermore, we are c i r c u l a t i n g 
p e t i t i o n s t o t h i s e f f e c t . 

Cc 
The Women's O f f i c e C o l l e c t i v e 

c . c ; To the Ubyssey, The Vancouver Sun, the P r o v i n c e , 
Women's papers and groups in B.C. 


