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DECEMBER 6 REMEMBERED 

On December 6, 1989 f o u r t e e n women were k i l l e d i n the E c o l e 
P o l y t e c h n i q u e i n what has become known as the M o n t r e a l 
Massacre. The k i l l e r e n t e r e d the e n g i n e e r i n g s c h o o l , 
s e p a r a t e d the women s t u d e n t s from the men and opened f i r e , 
y e l l i n g "you're a l l a bunch of f e m i n i s t s . " 

T h i s event has come t o s y m b o l i z e the v i o l e n c e and the t h r e a t 
of v i o l e n c e t h a t women l i v e w i t h e v e r y day. Women i n the 
West Kootenays a re j o i n i n g w i t h o t h e r s a c r o s s Canada t o 
o r g a n i z e e v e n t s t o commemorate the women who d i e d i n M o n t r e a l 
as w e l l as the thousands of o t h e r s who s u f f e r v i o l e n t a t t a c k s 
e v e r y y e a r . December 6 has now been made a " N a t i o n a l Day of 
Remembrance and A c t i o n on V i o l e n c e A g a i n s t Women" by the 
P a r l i a m e n t of Canada. 

At 7 p.m. on the e v e n i n g of F r i d a y , December 6, a c a n d l e l i g h t 
v i g i l w i l l be h e l d i n Nels o n i n f r o n t of the p r o v i n c i a l 
government b u i l d i n g on Ward S t r e e t . I n C a s t l e g a r , t h e r e w i l l 
be a v i g i l a t 6 p.m. a t C a s t l e g a r C i t y H a l l . 

The women i n M o n t r e a l were k i l l e d s i m p l y because t h e y were 
women, women who wanted t o become e n g i n e e r s . "But the 
v i o l e n t a t t a c k s on women occur whether or not t h e y a re 
s t e p p i n g out of t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l r o l e s . The M o n t r e a l 
Massacre has made Canadians more aware of the r e a l i t y of 
v i o l e n c e t h a t women e x p e r i e n c e , " s a i d Sam Simpson, 
C o o r d i n a t o r of the N e l s o n and D i s t r i c t Women's C e n t r e . " I t ' s 
imp o r t a n t t o us t h a t t h i s i s a Day of A c t i o n as w e l l as a Day 
of Remembrance. We hope a l l a r e a r e s i d e n t s w i l l come t o the 
memorial g a t h e r i n g s as w e l l as j o i n i n g i n the work t o end the 
v i o l e n c e i n women's l i v e s . " 

- 3 0 -

f o r more i n f o r m a t i o n 
- c a l l Sam Simpson a t 352-3177 
or C a s t l e g a r Community S e r v i c e s a t 365-2104 



west Kootenay Women's Association 

November 20, 1991 

Dear Nel s o n a r e a o r g a n i z a t i o n s and a g e n c i e s , 

We would l i k e t o i n v i t e you to a t t e n d a c a n d l e l i g h t memorial 
v i g i l on the e v e n i n g of December 6, the second a n n i v e r s a r y of 
the M o n t r e a l Massacre. As you may have heard i n the media, 
the P a r l i a m e n t of Canada has made December 6 an o f f i c i a l Day 
of Commemoration f o r women v i c t i m s of male v i o l e n c e . 

The v i g i l w i l l t a k e p l a c e a t 7 p.m. on F r i d a y , December 6 i n 
the c o u r t y a r d i n f r o n t of the p r o v i n c i a l government b u i l d i n g 
on Ward S t r e e t i n N e l s o n . A number of women f r o n v a r i o u s 
s e c t o r s i n Ne l s o n w i l l be s p e a k i n g b r i e f l y . P l e a s e b r i n g a 
c a n d l e t o the memorial. 

Would you p l e a s e post or c i r c u l a t e t h i s l e t t e r i n your 
o r g a n i z a t i o n or mention the v i g i l i n your group n e w s l e t t e r or 
b u l l e t i n . I f you have any q u e s t i o n s or comments p l e a s e g i v e 
me a ca 11. 

Yours s i n c e r e l y , 

Ms . Sam Simpson 
C o o r d i n a t o r , N e l s o n and D i s t r i c t Women's Centre 
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November 20, 1991 

Dear r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r , 

We would l i k e t o i n v i t e you and the members of your c h u r c h t o 
a t t e n d a c a n d l e l i g h t memorial v i g i l on the e v e n i n g of 
December 6, the second a n n i v e r s a r y of the M o n t r e a l Massacre. 
As you may have heard i n the media, the P a r l i a m e n t of Canada 
has made December 6 an o f f i c i a l Day of Commemoration f o r 
women v i c t i m s of male v i o l e n c e . 

The v i g i l w i l l t ake p l a c e a t 7 p.m. on F r i d a y , December 6 i n 
the c o u r t y a r d i n f r o n t of the p r o v i n c i a l government b u i l d i n g 
on Ward S t r e e t i n N e l s o n . A number of women f r o n v a r i o u s 
s e c t o r s i n Nels o n w i l l be s p e a k i n g b r i e f l y . P l e a s e b r i n g a 
c a n d l e t o the memorial. 

Would you p l e a s e p o s t or c i r c u l a t e t h i s l e t t e r i n your c h u r c h 
or mention the v i g i l i n your n e w s l e t t e r or c h u r c h b u l l e t i n . 
I f you have any q u e s t i o n s or comments p l e a s e g i v e me a c a l l . 

A l s o e n c l o s e d i s a copy of the Women's Cen t r e b r o c h u r e f o r 
your i n f o r m a t i o n . 

Yours s i n c e r e l y , 

Ms. Sam Simpson 
C o o r d i n a t o r , N e l s o n and D i s t r i c t Women's Cen t r e 



Mayor B i l l Ramsden and c o u n c i l 
C i t y of Nelso n 
502 Vernon S t r e e t 
N e l s o n , B.C. 
November 20, 1991 

Dear Mayor Ramsden and C o u n c i l members, 

We would l i k e t o i n v i t e you t o a t t e n d a c a n d l e l i g h t memorial 
v i g i l on the e v e n i n g of December 6, the second a n n i v e r s a r y of 
the M o n t r e a l Massacre. As you may have heard i n the media, 
the P a r l i a m e n t of Canada has made December 6 an o f f i c i a l Day 
of Commemoration f o r women v i c t i m s of male v i o l e n c e . 

The v i g i l w i l l t a k e p l a c e a t 7 p.m. on F r i d a y , December 6 i n 
the c o u r t y a r d i n f r o n t of the p r o v i n c i a l government b u i l d i n g 
on Ward S t r e e t i n N e l s o n . A number of women f r o n v a r i o u s 
s e c t o r s i n N e l s o n w i l l be s p e a k i n g b r i e f l y . P l e a s e b r i n g a 
c a n d l e t o the memorial. 

Would you p l e a s e p o s t or c i r c u l a t e t h i s l e t t e r t o your s t a f f . 
Thank you. I f you have any q u e s t i o n s or comments p l e a s e g i v e 
me a c a l l . 

Yours s i n c e r e l y , 

Ms. Sam Simpson 
C o o r d i n a t o r , N e l s o n and D i s t r i c t Women's Cen t r e 



West kootenay Women's Association 

November 20, 1991 

Dear s c h o o l p r i n c i p a l , 

We would l i k e t o i n v i t e you and the s c h o o l s t a f f t o a t t e n d a 
c a n d l e l i g h t memorial v i g i l on the e v e n i n g of December 6, the 
second a n n i v e r s a r y of the M o n t r e a l Massacre. I f your s c h o o l 
i s a j u n i o r or s e n i o r secondary s c h o o l , p l e a s e extend our 
i n v i t a t i o n t o the s t u d e n t s . As you may have heard i n the 
media, the P a r l i a m e n t of Canada has made December 6 an 
o f f i c i a l Day of Commemoration f o r women v i c t i m s of male 
v i o l e n c e . 

The v i g i l w i l l t a k e p l a c e a t 7 p.m. on F r i d a y , December 6 In 
the c o u r t y a r d i n f r o n t of the p r o v i n c i a l government b u i l d i n g 
on Ward S t r e e t i n N e l s o n . A number of women f r o n v a r i o u s 
s e c t o r s i n Ne l s o n w i l l be s p e a k i n g b r i e f l y . P l e a s e b r i n g a 
c a n d l e t o the memorial. 

Would you p l e a s e p o s t or c i r c u l a t e t h i s l e t t e r i n your s c h o o l 
or mention the v i g i l i n your n e w s l e t t e r . I f you have any 
q u e s t i o n s or comments p l e a s e g i v e me a c a l l . 

A l s o e n c l o s e d i s a copy of the Women's Centre brochure f o r 
your I n f o r m a t i o n . 

Yours s i n c e r e l y , 

Ms. Sam Simpson 
C o o r d i n a t o r , N e l s o n and D i s t r i c t Women's Centre 
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